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READY TO PLAY

HUNGER ACTION MONTH

The Eastern women’s basketball team
will play Illinois-Wesleyan at 6 p.m.
Thursday in Lantz Arena.

The Office of Civic Engagement and Volunteerism will be hosting events to
benefit Charleston food pantries for Hunger Action Month. The first event is
“Pie a Celeb,” which will be held Thursday in the Library Quad.
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Campus WiFi
restored on
Wednesday
after outage
By Brooke Schwartz
News Editor | @bsschwart1

CORRYN BROCK | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Sammi Buettner, a senior health administration major, plays peek-a-boo with a child who stopped by the Alpha Sigma Tau house in Greek
Court. AST was one of many Greek orginizations that particpated in Greeks N’ Treats.

Eastern celebrates Halloween
By Logan Raschke
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
In modern America, Halloween is a time for
trick-or-treating, pumpkin carving and embracing all that is spooky in the world, but it was not
always as simple as that.
Halloween is deeply rooted in history, has
been affected by our culture and, consequently,
our culture has been affected by it, too.
Professor of history Joy Kammerling said Halloween originated in Ireland as a harvest celebration to pagan gods, known as Samhain.

Kammerling said Irish immigrants brought
elements of the Samhain celebration to America sometime in the 19th century, and since then
the United States has expanded upon the pagan
holiday and created new customs.
Some classic elements of Samhain are currently present in America’s celebration and presentation of Halloween today, Kammerling said.
“Bonfires and pumpkins and owls and black
cats; these are all things associated with (Samhain) because it occurred throughout night and
it was while people dressed up to celebrate,” she
said.

Kammerling said that aspects of the Samhain
celebration were carried over to other countries,
and as it traveled, its customs and traditions altered as well.
“(Halloween) has of course transformed dozens of times throughout history, and so it comes
to the United States, and over at the British Isles
(where) they carved turnips,” she said. “Well,
(Americans) carve pumpkins.”
Kammerling said consumerism is key to understanding why Halloween is so popular in
modern day America.
HALLOWEEN, page 5

Dia de los Muertos celebration to raise
cultural awareness around campus
By Mercury Bowen
Entertainment Reporter | @DEN_News

Eastern’s annual Dia de los Muertos celebration
will take place from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. Thursday in
the University Ballroom at the Martin Luther King
Jr. University Union.
The University Board, the Latin American Student Organization (LASO), the Foreign Language
Department, the Spanish Club, Alpha Psi Lambda and the Spanish Honor Club Sigma Delta Pi will
host the event.
According to Professor Kristin Routt, Dia de los
Muertos, or “Day of the Dead,” is a holiday on the
Catholic calendar celebrated all over the Catholic
world, and in a specific way in southern Mexico.
“Most of our images come from practices in central and southern Mexico,” Routt said. “There people
believe (Dia de los Muertos) is a time when the souls
of their past loved ones can come back and and visit
and just be for a while with their family members and
loved ones that are still here in the world.”
Routt said some of the practices have also become
more common in the United States, including cemetery visits in which people place flowers on and clean
up loved ones’ graves.
“There’s a special flower called ‘cempasúchil,’

"If we’re all more aware of each other and more respectful of each
other’s cultures and practices, that it will make Eastern and the
world in general a more respectful place."
Tess McArthy, University Board human potential coordinator
which is the Nahuatl word for ‘marigold,’” Routt “LASO performs a traditional dance routine every
said. “Those have a special odor. Those are supposed year, so I always look forward to that.”
to help the souls find their way back to the grave sites
McArthy said it is important for students to attend
and the cemetery.”
the celebration because it will increase their cultural
Routt’s Spanish Grammar and Context class will awareness.
be contributing ofrendas, or offerings, to the event as
“Coming to school was a cultural experience for
part of a service-learning project for the class.
me just because there are so many different people
The Spanish Club will be hosting a craft table, from different backgrounds,” McArthy said. “I think
where attendees can create a nicho, which is some- if we’re all more aware of each other and more rething like a miniature altar.
spectful of each other’s cultures and practices, that it
Another craft table will be hosted by the Spanish will make Eastern and the world in general a more reHonor Society Sigma Delta Pi, where attendees will spectful place.”
have the opportunity to create skeleton puppets.
Routt said she hopes the event will make students
Alpha Si Lambda will also be hosting a craft table, feel comfortable being around something different
and the celebration will feature a Cultural Scavenger than what they normally would see.
Hunt with prizes for the participants.
“The idea is to kind of build your muscle for being
Tess McArthy, the University Board human po- comfortable with difference,” Routt said.
tential coordinator, said she believes the event has a
Mercury Bowen can be reached at 581-2812 or
lot to offer attendees.
mjbowen@eiu.edu.
“It’s just lots of really fun stuff,” McArthy said.

Eastern students and faculty experienced WiFi
trouble and an inability to get onto D2L and Panthermail Tuesday night and Wednesday morning.
Josh Awalt, interim assistant vice president for Information Technology Services, said in a statement
Wednesday that the issues started at 9 p.m. on Oct.
30.
“Upon contacting (Eastern’s) provider, we were
made aware that the fiber line from Indianapolis had
been accidentally cut and caused the lapse in service,”
the statement said.
The statement said the internet provider worked
through Tuesday night and restored service on
Wednesday.
During the outage, users on campus were able to
access internal resources such as Banner and PAWS
but were unable to access web hosted solutions like
D2L and Panthermail, the statement said.
“ITS has been working closing with our internet
provider to ensure we have redundant links to the
internet to avoid this type of outage in the future,”
Awalt provided in the statement.
Brooke Schwartz can be reached at 581-2812 or
at bsschwartz@eiu.edu.

Student Senate
hears Black
Lives Matter
flag speech
By Analicia Haynes
Editor-in-Chief | @Haynes1943
Two students who started a petition to fly a Black
Lives Matter Flag in the South Quad directly underneath the American flag during African-American
Heritage Month presented the topic to the Student
Senate Wednesday night.
Morgan Colvin, a junior political science major, and Keshyra Bluminberg, a junior English secondary education major, answered several questions
they have heard regarding the movement and their
petition and gave an update on where they are in
the process and what they have to do next.
“This topic is uncomfortable and it’s something
that a lot of people do not want to talk about, but
it’s something that needs to be discussed,” Colvin
said.
Bluminberg cited the university’s mission statement as one of the reasons for bringing the flag to
campus.
The statement states, “The University community is committed to diversity and inclusion and fosters opportunities for student-faculty scholarship
and applied learning experiences within a studentcentered campus culture.”
“What that means to me is (Eastern) is committed to adjusting to the needs of all its students and
adapting to the needs of all its students,” she said
regarding the mission statement. “(Raising the flag)
would also show the African-American students on
campus that EIU cares about the struggles they face
in their daily lives.”
STUDENT SENATE, page 5
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Synagogue rampage suspect
indicted as funerals continue
PITTSBURGH (AP) — The suspect
in the Pittsburgh synagogue massacre was
indicted by a federal grand jury Wednesday, four days after 11 people were killed
and six wounded in the deadliest attack
on Jews in American history.
The indictment, which was expected,
charges Robert Bowers with 44 counts,
including hate crimes. Federal prosecutors have previously indicated they plan to
seek the death penalty. The charges were
announced on the second day of funerals
for the victims.
"Today begins the process of seeking justice for the victims of these hateful acts, and healing for the victims' families, the Jewish community, and our city,"
U.S. Attorney Scott Brady said in a statement. "Our office will spare no resource,
and will work with professionalism, integrity and diligence, in a way that honors
the memories of the victims."
Bowers, a 46-year-old truck driver, remained jailed without bail ahead of a pre-

liminary hearing scheduled for Thursday.
Authorities say he raged against Jews during the attack.
Members of Pittsburgh's grief-stricken
Jewish community, meanwhile, endured
another round of funerals for the congregants who were gunned down in Saturday's rampage.
Melvin Wax, 87, Irving Younger, 69,
and Joyce Fienberg, 75, were being laid to
rest as part of a weeklong series of services.
"It can't be fixed," Robert Libman
said at the funeral of Fienberg, his sister,
clutching his chest as he described the
pain of losing her. "My sister is dead. My
sister was murdered. There was no one I
know like her. Pure goodness. ... She was
the most tolerant and gentle person that
I've ever known."
Her sons, Anthony, of Paris, and Howard, of Vienna, Virginia, said she spent
five years caring for their father as he battled cancer, then after his death a few years
ago, devoted more of her time and energy

to Tree of Life.
"My mom would be very angry that
her funeral wasn't able to be at Tree of
Life, and that her friends lost Saturday
couldn't be here," Howard Fienberg said.
The funerals for Wax and Younger
were to be held later Tuesday.
Six people were wounded in the attack, including four police officers, two of
whom remained hospitalized with gunshot wounds. Two congregants were still
in the hospital, one in critical condition.
In a bit of good news, hospital officials
said the two most seriously injured shooting victims are improving.
A police officer and a congregant remain in intensive care but "are doing
much better now," Dr. Donald Yealy,
chairman of emergency medicine at
UPMC, said Wednesday. "I think overall
the prognoses are good now. But each of
them, in a varying way, will have a different trajectory and likely will require a series of ongoing care."

Obama to speak
at Chicago rally
this Sunday
CHICAGO (AP) — Former President Barack Obama will headline a rally for Illinois Democrats just two days
ahead of Election Day.
Governor candidate J.B. Pritzker's
campaign says Obama will speak during the rally Sunday afternoon at the
University of Illinois Chicago's arena.
Obama will be touting Pritzker's bid to
defeat Republican Gov. Bruce Rauner,
along with backing state attorney candidate Kwame Raoul and Democratic
congressional candidates.
Obama's visit follows President Donald Trump's rally last weekend in Murphysboro for U.S. Rep. Mike Bost, who
faces a tight re-election race in a once
reliably Democratic southern Illinois
district that supported Trump in 2016.
Democrats are targeting four Republican House incumbents, with Lauren
Underwood and Sean Casten looking
to unseat GOP Reps. Randy Hultgren
and Peter Roskam from Chicago-area
congressional seats.

Migrants hope to rest, be mass transported
JUCHITAN, Mexico (AP) — Thousands of Central American migrants in
a caravan that has already advanced 250
miles (410 kilometers) into Mexico hope
they won't have to walk anymore, at least
for a while.
Red Cross personnel on Wednesday
bandaged the swollen feet of Honduran
farmer Omar Lopez in the southern city of
Juchitan, where the caravan was paused for
the day. He had been pounding the hot
asphalt of highways every day for the last
two weeks after spending nights on concrete sidewalks with just a thin sheet of

plastic for cover, and that had taken its toll.
"We are waiting to see if they are going
to help us out with buses, to continue the
trip," said Lopez, 27.
Organizers say the buses, if they do materialize, would take the estimated 4,000
migrants to Mexico City for meetings with
legislators, not to the still-distant U.S. border, though some would probably continue to the border after reaching the capital.
That might not play well with U.S. officials: White House press secretary Sarah
Huckabee Sanders on Wednesday specifically praised Mexico for stopping the mi-

grants from getting rides.
"Mexico has stepped up in an unprecedented way," Sanders told Fox News.
"They have helped stop a lot of the transportation means of these individuals in
these caravans, forcing them walking.
They have helped us in new ways to slow
this down, to break this up and keep it
from moving as aggressively toward the
United States."
The Mexican government, has, in fact,
taken a fairly contradictory stance on
helping or hindering the first caravan, reflecting the country's balancing act: Offi-

cials don't want to irk Trump, but Mexicans themselves have long suffered mistreatment as migrants.
For the first week of the caravan, Mexican federal police sometimes enforced
obscure safety rules, forcing migrants off
paid mini-buses, citing insurance regulations. They also stopped some overloaded pickup trucks carrying migrants and
forced them to get off. But in recent days,
officials from Mexico's immigrant-protection agency have organized rides for straggling women and children on the caravan
as a humanitarian effort.

Mafia hit man suspected in Whitey Bulger's slaying
BOSTON (AP) — A Mafia hit man
who is said to hate "rats" is under suspicion in the slaying of former Boston crime
boss and longtime FBI informant James
"Whitey" Bulger, who was found dead
hours after he was transferred to a West
Virginia prison, an ex-investigator briefed
on the case said Wednesday.
The former official said that Fotios
"Freddy" Geas and at least one other in-

mate are believed to have been involved in
Bulger's killing. The longtime investigator
was not authorized to discuss the case and
spoke on condition of anonymity.
Authorities have not disclosed the
cause of death.
Bulger's killing has raised questions
of why he was transferred to the prison
and why the 89-year-old was placed in
the general population instead of special

housing. He was found dead Tuesday.
Geas, 51, and his brother were sentenced to life in prison in 2011 for their
roles in several violent crimes, including
the 2003 killing of Adolfo "Big Al" Bruno, a Genovese crime family boss who
was gunned down in a Springfield, Massachusetts, parking lot.
Private investigator Ted McDonough,
who knew Geas, told The Boston Globe:

"Freddy hated rats."
"Freddy hated guys who abused women. Whitey was a rat who killed women.
It's probably that simple," McDonough
told the newspaper, which first reported
that Geas was under suspicion.
It was not clear whether Geas has an
attorney. Several other lawyers who represented him over the years didn't immediately respond to a request for comment.
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Hunger Action Month kicks off with ‘Pie a Celeb’
By Analicia Haynes
Editor-in-Chief | @Haynes1943
Students will have a chance to throw
pies at “Eastern celebrities” while supporting the three food pantries in Charleston
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday in the
Library Quad.
“Pie a Celeb” is the kick-off for Hunger Action Month and is hosted by the
Office of Civic Engagement and Volunteerism.
Alex Martens, a grad assistant in the office and the one to spearhead the planning for Hunger Action Month, said
some of the celebrities include Eastern
President David Glassman, Nathan Weir,
the interim director of fraternity and sorority programs, Mark Hudson, the director of housing and dining, several resident
assistants and people from academics and
athletics.
“We’re trying to cover all of our bases,”
Martens said, referring to the recruitment
of Eastern celebrities from Greek life to
academic services and everywhere in between.
For a $1 donation, people can throw
shaving cream pies at someone of their
choice.
Crystal Brown, the assistant director of
the Office of Civic Engagement and Volunteerism, said all the money collected
from the event will be divided among the
three food pantries in Charleston.
Those food pantries are the Charleston Area Churches Food Pantry located at
990 W State St., the EIU Food Pantry at
the Newman Center located at 500 Roosevelt Ave. and the Standing Stone Carpenter’s Table Food Pantry located at 375
N 14th St.
What is Hunger Action Month
All month long the Eastern commu-

security among adults, but when he came
to Eastern to finish his master’s degree, he
realized that it still exists among college
students.
“I definitely opened my eyes when my
own cohort asked me about food assistance,” he said.
Brown said the events throughout the
month will help students who may need
help know what resources they have, and
Beth Gillespie said it is a safe way for students to find these resources without having to make their situation public.
Martens said that the month can also
get students to start talking about food insecurities on campus.

Events are to spread
awareness about food
insecurity and help local
Charleston food pantries.
nity can learn about food insecurity and
help local food pantries by participating in the scheduled events and donating
canned goods or money.
Nationally, Hunger Action Month
takes place in September, however Beth
Gillespie, the director of the Office of
Civic Engagement and Volunteerism, said
the office scheduled their version in November because people tend to focus on
local hunger issues closer to Thanksgiving.
Martens said the planning for Hunger
Action Month started in August.
He said this year the office looked for
well-rounded events that would bring in
food donations, and he said he also wanted to bring back the “academic portion”

DESIGN BY KRISTEN ED | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
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as well, which will inform students about
food insecurity on campus and in Coles
County through a lecture called “Let’s
Talk Hunger” and “Nutrition 101.”
He also said the office worked on
building their relationship with other organizations on campus such as teaming
up with the Health Education Resource
Center.
Brown said the overall focus of the
month is to educate and bring awareness
to the food insecurities that exist on campus and in Coles County.
Food insecurity refers to the USDA’s
measure of a lack of access to enough food
for an active, healthy lifestyle and limited
or uncertain availability to nutritionally

adequate foods.
According to data collected by sociology professor Michael Gillespie (who is
also a member on the EIU Hunger Action Team), 39.8 percent of students (out
of 344 students who responded to a survey) showed signs of food insecurity.
In the same data, 86.1 percent of the
344 students that responded worried
about running out of food, 88.3 percent
could not afford to eat balanced meals
and 81.6 percent cut the size or skipped
meals because of money.
Martens said prior to planning for the
month, he did not realize “how bad it was
at Eastern” in terms of food insecurity.
He said before, he focused on food in-

Donations
Brown said when it comes to the donations, anything counts, but she said when
someone donates money versus canned
food, volunteers are able to make that
money stretch further.
She said if someone donates just a single dollar, then the food pantries can take
that dollar and turn it into $10 worth of
food because they are able to purchase the
food at the Eastern Illinois Food Bank
that is out of Champaign.
However, Beth Gillespie said that if
someone decides to donate canned food,
they should donate any type of canned
meat.
She said that is the number donation
that food pantries need but is the least donated item.
*More information on Huddle Up
Against Hunger and the resources available
for students experienceing food insecurities
can be found on the online version of the article at dailyeasternnews.com.
Analicia Haynes can be reached at
581-2812 or achaynes@eiu.edu.
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Dead 365 days of the year

Destroy the
stigma about
taking from
food pantries
In an interview with The Daily Eastern
News on Oct. 31 2018, Michael Gillespie,
a member on the EIU Hunger Action Team
and a sociology professor, said he collected
data that showed that 39.8 percent of students, of the 344 students who responded
to the survey, showed signs of food insecurity.
In the same interview, he said the data
also showed that 86.1 percent of the 344
students that responded said they worried
about running out of food, 88.3 percent
could not afford to eat balanced meals and
81.6 percent cut the size or skipped meals
because of money.
To bring attention to this, as November
rolls in to Eastern, so does Hunger Action
Month.
This is a month to talk about the issues
surrounding college students and their often-complicated relationship with food.
Despite the food shelters around Charleston and campus, students still are not always seeking help, even if they especially
need it.
There are certain stigmas around going
to places like the Food Pantry that need to
stop.
If you learn anything from this month,
learn that you are not alone.
So many students are walking around
campus without knowing when and where
their next meal will be.
There is no reason to feel shame or hesitation in looking around and taking advantage of the places that are set up to help
you.
The stigma around this is deadly and ridiculous, and the only way to get rid of it
is to not be ashamed when asking for help.
For your sake, and for the sake of your
fellow students currently going through the
same struggles, you need to start standing
up and taking help in the hopes that others
will follow in your footsteps.
College is hard enough when you know
where your food is coming from; it can
feel almost impossible when your brain is
consumed with the worries of how to feed
yourself.
Stand together and support each other,
destroy stigmas and do what you need to do
to survive.

T h e D ai l y Eastern News
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Don’t be discouraged by state of our country
May we live in interesting time, eh?
Things are ratcheting up. Pipe bombs in the
mail is kind of new. Synagogue shootings are
sadly, not. The 24-hour news cycles can’t focus
too heavily on any one topic, less they be labeled
partisan, or worse, boring. The truth is not
partisan, or at least it didn’t use to be.
But recent political violence is in keeping with
the political divide that continues to grow in our
country. And fits into the greater problem of
outside interference. But there is also plenty of
domestic blame to go around.
But “Who’s to blame” isn’t the title of the
column, is it? I wanted to write this piece to
frankly analyze where we’re at, but things change so
quickly, and new information arrives so frequently,
that it’s self-defeating. So instead I want to talk
about keeping up courage in the face of daunting
tasks.
We have a lot to rebuild. A lot of that will
depend on November. But when the news cycles
are full of imagery of shootings, mugshots of
grizzled angry white men, and (note to editors:
please insert today’s tragedy in lieu of these
brackets), it’s easy to get discouraged.
There’s healthcare of course. Republicans
are still trying to strip coverage for pre-existing
conditions, and the administration’s recent tax cut
is filling the pockets of insurance companies and
major corporations nicely. They don’t seem to be
reinvesting it into the economy though, so it’s a
bust for us laypeople.
And the whole human rights thing. We gotta
get rid of the child-separation policy, get some
accountability into ICE, bring back protections

COLIN ROBERTS
for at-risks groups in the workplace and make sure
someone doesn’t outlaw the 14th amendment.
Oh, and student debt. Apparently consumer
protections are being removed. I don’t know if that
means armed-debt collectors or what, but every
day we get closer and closer to a Libertarian fantasy
hellscape, so who knows.
I could go on. But again, that’s not the point of
the column. In the face of all this blatant disregard
for human rights and the plundering of our
nation’s assets, what can we do when we finally
have the power to right things?
Again, November will be important. But there’s
something to be said about keeping a positive
attitude in the face of an attack. I know, easier said
than done. And certainly a positive attitude is the
privilege of someone who is not in a detainment
camp, or isn’t about to have their basic human
rights stripped away. But for those who have the
ability to fight from solid ground, a strong spirit
and supportive arm will help those who are being
targeted.
This is a lot of feel-good rhetoric. The nuts and
bolts of what I’m talking about is standing with

your Jewish friends and continuing to hold our
country to high standards. Mourning with them,
but not accepting defeat. Or taking the time to
connect with your neighbors who might be the
target of ICE’s next raid, whether justified or not.
Basically, the worse things get, the more
important it is to retain our humanity. Now, that
doesn’t mean to stop punching Nazis. Anyone
who’s trying to exterminate someone else should
be stopped. But remembering that nothing is
permanent will help you continue to stand up for
what is right, during times of peace and strife.
A good sense of history will also help. One story
ends and another begins. Mind you, those are real
people in those stories, and nobody exactly likes
living through the bad stuff, but the bad times only
stay for as long as people tolerate them.
And certainly, it starts small. Do not discount
the power of maintaining friendships and reaching
out in times of trouble. Little ripples turn into big
waves, and we are nothing if not social creatures.
Don’t isolate yourself. Know that you are not alone
in wanting to fix things.
I guess I never really told you how to keep a
positive attitude though, did I? I took a social
media break and relied on faith. But you’re not me,
and what works for me might be nonsense for you.
But as I mentioned above, friendship and staying
connected helps. And keeping things in perspective
will do a load of good.
But most importantly, be the change you want
to see in November. The system really does work.
Colin Roberts can be reached at 581-2812 or
clroberts4@eiu.edu.

Take a breather before winter holidays
Not everybody celebrates every holiday. To
the people who do celebrate Halloween, don’t
you feel as though it gets swallowed up by
Christmas’s/Hanukkah’s/Kwanzaa’s shadow?
Halloween’s moon eclipsed by the winter holidayof-your-choosing’s sun. Let’s be honest here,
Christmas takes over everything. In Walmart,
they’ve been moving out the Halloween decor
and slipping in the Christmas lights subtly since,
probably, the end of September. Cracker Barrel
has fully surpassed Halloween and driven straight
down Santa Clause Lane, decking their halls with
boughs of holly—whatever those are.
We’re gonna pretend for this column that
Thanksgiving doesn’t exist. It works as a precursor to Christmas—you can gage how your family will interact and your mom’s general level of
stress this year by how Thanksgiving goes, but
does it really matter? And, symbolically, it’s terrible anyway.
I didn’t have time to enjoy the jack-o-lanterns,
motion sensor decorations designed to scare you
as you walk passed, dangling skeletons, fake spider webs, rubber bats—where does it all go? And
so quickly! In the blink of an eye, we’ll be herded straight into a Christmas frenzy marketed to

MEGAN KEANE
us by big businesses. I’m not ready for Christmas
songs to completely take over radio stations. I’m
not in the mood to watch Elf yet or It’s a Wonderful Life. I’m not dreaming of a white Christmas, yet—I can barely visualize getting through
this next week of classes.
While I indulge in movies of the horror genre
year round, I missed out on the Halloweentown and Scream marathon I annually engage
in. I didn’t even watch Hocus Pocus or Halloween—though, I did make time to see the Halloween remake for its opening weekend. How could
I not? Netflix adding a couple of spooky new

series—because, tis the season—and I probably won’t have the time to watch those until winter break. And I’ve heard great things about The
Haunting of Hill House.
You can safely assume I am not one of those
Facebook users that posts a countdown till
Christmas . . . literally the day after Christmas.
But don’t get it twisted: I’m not one of those people that complains about the holidays creeping
up too fast either.
What I’m trying to say is this: it’s important
to be in the moment. I know this generation has
a general fear of missing out, but that fear can
keep us from being in the present. Businesses are
so concerned with making a pretty pretty off of
Christmas they rush us through other holidays
and completely ignore others. And we buy into
it! Do I think it’s important to be prepared? Yes.
Do I think that we need to see nutcrackers out
in the middle of October? No thank you. Unless
they are zombie themed or otherwise.
Take the time to experience the holidays as
they come.
Megan Keane can be reached at 581-2812 or
mkkeane@eiu.edu.
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STUDENT SENATE
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Ultimately, Colvin and Bluminberg said they
want to see more diversity on campus and want students to feel represented.
“We’re not saying that EIU is not diverse or not
focusing on diversity,” Colvin said. “We want to see
more.”
Colvin listed questions that she heard around
campus and answered those questions in front of
the student senators.
The questions were: “What about all lives?” “So
you’re saying Blue Lives don’t matter?” “Isn’t (the
movement) only addressing police brutality?” and
“Isn’t (the flag) only going to promote violence
against police and white people?”
“We’re not saying that all lives don’t matter, we
know that all lives matter, of course all lives matter; we are all facing the issue with police brutality
in this country all together but what we want to say
is that we wouldn’t be up here today addressing this
issue if it wasn’t a problem,” Colvin said.
She said what they are trying to do on campus is
make everyone feel equal and tell African-American
students that they matter.
“The movement doesn’t take away from other
people’s lives; it just will focus on ours for once in
this country,” Colvin said.
She also said they care about the police officers
and their lives matter as well, but she said there is
a huge difference between race and occupation.
Therefore, the two should not be compared to one
another.
And she said the movement itself is addressing
more than just police brutality, it is targeting racism in general and the discrimination that AfricanAmericans continue to face on a daily basis.
She said it does not promote violence, despite
other groups calling the movement “radical.”
“It’s finally giving us time and the platform to actually discuss and talk about these issues, and that’s
why I feel like the Black Lives Matter flag would be
very beneficial on our campus,” Colvin said.
Student Body President Rebecca Cash asked
how they would handle counter-protests.
Colvin said everybody has the right to express
their opinions, and she welcomes people to exercise
their right.
When asked about vandalism, Bluminberg said
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that it should not be the job of two students (her
and Colvin) to ensure security on campus and said
that they will make sure to work with the University Police Department to make sure they are looking
out for potential vandalism.
Colvin said she hopes that will not happen but
said it would be very disappointing if it did happen.
The end goal, Colvin said, is to educate people about the flag and the movement and to help
others understand the daily struggles that AfricanAmericans face.
As of right now, Colvin said they are focused on
getting more signatures and will set up a meeting
with Eastern President David Glassman to discuss
the petition further.
They said they do understand that the final decision is up to the administration but asked senators to be the voice for their constituents and show
their support.
“A lot of people on this campus want this,” Colvin said. “You have to be able to speak and give that
voice (to the students).”
Alicia Matusiak, the student vice president of
student affairs, said when she met with Mona Davenport, the executive director of the Office of Inclusion and Academic Engagement, and Shawn Peoples, the Title IX coordinator, they recommended
establishing a sub-committee dedicated to the flag
and reaching out to several organizations on campus to join the committee.
“I’m thinking about doing that and doing all the
due diligence that I can before we come up with
a resolution,” Matusiak said. “It’s not for or against
(the flag) it’s just research.”
Matusiak encouraged senators to talk to students in their classrooms and ask them questions
such as “Will this create controversy on campus,”
“Does this flag represent African-American heritage
month,” and “How can we ensure the safety of all
students?”
Zac Cohen, the executive vice president and acting speaker of the senate, said the Student Senate
will open up the topic for discussion at next week’s
meeting.
Analicia Haynes can be reached at
581-2812 or achaynes@eiu.edu.
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Dominique Brown,
a senior psychology major, helps
out with “Putt-Putt
Pumpkins.” Some
sororities included
games as a part of
Greeks N’ Treats,
a trick-or-treating
event in Greek
Court.

»

HALLOWEEN

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“We’ve become a society that decorates for every
holiday, that buys special clothing for every holiday, that throws parties in honor of every holiday,”
she said. “We’ve become far more celebratory and
far more consuming.”
According to Kammerling, the money America
spends on candy for Halloween alone is in the billions, and it is steadily rising each year.
“Years ago we spent $2 billion a year on candy and stuff for Halloween, but it’s gone up,” she
said. “We spend like $4 billion to $6 billion a year,
second only to Christmas, on Halloween. Think
about that. Such a silly little holiday, and yet we
spend so much, but we haven’t always done that.
So, that gives you an example of how cultures express themselves over time differently.”
It is no doubt that candy has become an instrumental element of America’s version of Halloween,
Kammerling said.
Sofia Martin, a freshman family and consumer
sciences major, said eating sweets is probably her
favorite part of the holiday.
Senior English major Emily Oldham said she
also loves eating candy during Halloween.
“I’m particularly fond of the Reese’s that are
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AND GRADUATING SENIORS!
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If you are graduating, and want to be guaranteed
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YEARBOOKS ARE $20. TO ORDER, VISIT:
commerce.cashnet.com/eiuspub

shaped like pumpkins,” she said.
Oldham also said she enjoys the fall and harvestthemed specials that restaurants and other facilities
offer customers during Halloween time.
When it comes to celebrating, something else
Oldham said she used to do is take her cousins
trick-or-treating.
Claire Taylor, a grad student majoring in biological sciences, said taking her own son out to trickor-treat is something she loves most about Halloween.
Taylor said she loved seeing her son get excited about dressing as BB-8 from “Star Wars,” going
door-to-door saying “Trick-or-treat” and stocking
up on a plethora of sweets.
She said she also never gets tired of the timeless
Halloween tradition of carving pumpkins.
“I usually go with, like, a classic jack-o-lantern
design, with the triangle eyes, the nose and yeah. I
do that every year,” she said. “I like to say that I’m
traditional, but it’s more like I’m not that creative
and not great at following cut-out designs.”
Logan Raschke can be reached at 581-2812 or
at lrraschke@eiu.edu.
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Geology, Geography Throwback to Nov. 1, 1999!
Department to host
Here’s what was
happening at EIU
guest presenters
By Hannah Shillo
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
Two geographers will give presentations Thursday at 3:30 p.m.
in Room 3040 of the Physical
Science Building.
The Department of Geology
and Geography is hosting Margaret Gripshover and Thomas Bell
as part of the department’s colloquium series.
Michael Cornebise, the interim associate dean of the College
of Liberal Arts and Sciences, said
the first half hour of the event
will be a reception, giving everyone a chance to meet the guest
speakers.
According to an email sent by
Diane Burns, chair of the Department of Geology and Geography, Gripshover is a professor of geography at Western Kentucky University, and Bell is professor emeritus of geography at
the University of Tennessee in
Knoxville.
Cornebise said Gripshover’s
presentation, “Buried in Bitterness: Dislocated Memorialization, Topophilia and the Blue
Grass Army Depot Reinterment
Cemeteries,” will consist of a cultural geographic piece on cemeteries.

19 years ago!

Cornebise said Bell’s presentation, “Take Me Out to the Beer
Game: How Breweries and Minor League Baseball Turn the Neolocal Double-Play,” will interest
those with a fascination for beer
and baseball.
“The main audience is geology and geography (students), but
everyone is invited,” Cornebise
said. “The topics are broad
enough, so they’ll appeal to (everyone).”
Cornebise said all students will
benefit from the presentations,
but especially the geology and geography students.
“These are folks who have
done a lot of research, and they
are ver y knowledgeable about
these topics,” he said. “Students
will be able to learn quite a bit.”
Cornebise said the reception is
a good way to meet the pair and
chat with them before the presentations begin.
“I would encourage people to
come to the reception, because
that’s a chance to meet them and
talk to them,” he said. “They are
both friendly people and more
than happy to talk to students.”
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CLASSIFIEDS
Crossword
CELEBRITY CROSSWORD
This puzzle is a collaboration by the philan-thropist
Melinda Gates, of Medina, Wash., working together
with Joel Fagliano, the digital puzzles editor of The New
York Times. This is Joel’s 61st crossword for the paper.
More information about the making of today’s puzzle
appears in the Times’s daily crossword column (nytimes
.com/column/wordplay).
ACROSS
1 Deg. for a
museum worker
4 Loll
8 Elapse
14 Dashboard part
16 Musical run with
four sharps
17 Part played by
women and girls?
18 Have hot cocoa
on a winter day,
say
19 U.S. president
with a Nobel
Peace Prize
20 Take a breath
22 Had for dinner
23 Blue ___ (Duke
mascot)
25 Use a lot?

27 Overhaul
29 Area below “To:”
in an email?
32 Land in a Beatles
song
35 Tide alternative
36 “Ghost” psychic
Oda ___ Brown
37 Ones on set with
2009’s “Star
Trek” director?
40 Any one of the 12
steps?
42 Grant with the
1991 #1 hit
“Baby Baby”
43 Battery size
45 “This round’s ___”
46 Group of
buildings housing
a King?
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By Eric Hendrix
Swim Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The men’s and women’s swimming
teams are getting ready take on Ball
State on Friday at 4 p.m. The team
will be traveling to Indiana to face
them at their pool.
After splitting a victory with Valparaiso at their last meet, the men will
look for their second win of the season while the women look for their
first. Jaylan Butler is a freshman swimmer who earned his first individual
first-place finish in the 50m-butterfly
against Valparaiso. Butler spoke briefly about the team’s performance in the
last meet.
“It was a good meet, everyone
swam really good and the energy on
the pool deck was like some things
I’ve haven’t had, ever,” Butler said.
He went on to mention some
things he’d like to see carried over
from the last meet.
“For this meet this weekend I definitely want to have the same intensity
I had this last meet,” Butler said. “As
far like the deck energy, if we can get
the same deck energy for this meet I
definitely think we will all swim better
because having people hype around
you just makes you want to do better.”
He also spoke about going up
against Ball State.
“They got some fast guys but nothing we can’t handle,” Butler said. “I’m
feeling pretty good about it, I know

I want to see what I can do in this
100m-fly and hopefully put out a season best time.”
Race Archibald is a sophomore
swimmer who earned a first-place
finish in the 200m-medley relay
against Valparaiso along with Forrest
Baumgartner, Ivan Escott, and Scott
House.
“It was good; the guys' team won,
but the girls' team just fell short, but it
was a close fight for them,” Archibald
said. “It was great energy for us. It was
our first dual meet win for the guys.”
He also talked about his preparation for the next meet and expectations moving forward.
“Just getting my mind right, it’ll
be at Ball State and we haven’t raced
them yet and haven’t been in their
pool,” Archibald said. “I’ve been having a great year, so I just want to keep
getting better with my times and
hopefully go another season best. I
know it’s a pretty lofty goal, but that’s
something I’m going to strive for every meet that we have.”
Junior swimmer Rachel Manderscheid competed in the medley relay, 100m-breaststroke, 50m-breaststroke and 50m-butterfly against Valparaiso. Manderscheid finished first in
both the 50m-breaststroke and 100mbreaststroke. She reflected briefly on
the meet.
“It was definitely one of my best
meets of the season. Throughout
the season I’ve continually seen time
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Eastern freshman Jarod Farrow swims in a meet against Saint Louis on Oct. 19 in Lantz Arena. The Panthers travel
to Ball State this weekend for a meet.

drops in all my events, so that’s really exciting to see,” Manderscheid said.
She went on to mention her struggles with injury and excitement to
compete against Ball State
“At the beginning of the year when
I swam my 200m-breaststroke I had
an injury to my groin and it’s all better now, so I’m excited to swim that

again without an injury and hoping
for a good time,” Manderscheid said.
She also spoke about her team’s
growth over the years and the atmosphere they are establishing.
“In the three years I’ve been here, I
think that not only as a women’s team,
but as a men and women’s team, this
is the best we’ve ever been, not only

physically, but mentally, I think we’re
killing it,” Manderscheid said. “Inside
of the pool or outside of the pool, I really like the energy our freshmen have
brought this year and our seniors have
helped cultivate this year.”
Eric Hendrix can be reached at
581-2812 or emhendrix@eiu.edu.

4 very different paths merge in OVC tournament
By Adam Tumino
Women’s Soccer Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The four programs that are competing in the semi-finals of the OVC Tournament on Friday are each on very different
trajectories in recent years.
The top seed Tennessee-Martin enters the tournament after posting the best
OVC record since 2015. They went 9-0-1
in conference this year, but recent seasons
have yielded inconsistent results.
The last season they finished in first
place was 2013, and have jumped around
the standings since. They finished in

fourth in 2014, fifth in 2015, last in 2016
and sixth last season.
Their jump to first place this season, after being last just two years ago, is similar
to what Murray State did during a threeyear stretch from 2012 to 2015.
Murray State finished in last place in
2012, moved up to ninth place in 2013
and jumped to third place in 2014. In
2015 they went 10-0 in OVC play to
earn the number-one seed. They were the
top seed in 2016 and 2017 as well before
finishing in second this season.
Time will tell if Tennessee-Martin can
match this trend in the next few years.

Eastern, which will face Murray State
in the first semifinal match, has not had
the recent success boasted by the Racers.
Eastern finished in 10th place in 2014
and then dropped to last place the next
year.
They followed that trend in 2016 and
2017, finishing in 10th and last place respectively.
The jump up to third this year came as
a surprise to the rest of the OVC, who in
a preseason poll selected Eastern to once
again finish in last place.
They are in the OVC Tournament for
the first time since 2013, when they were

the five seed.
And now Eastern Kentucky is making its fourth consecutive appearance in
the OVC Tournament. The Colonels finished ninth in 2014, narrowly missing the
postseason.
They climbed up a spot in 2015, finishing in eighth. 2016 saw them jump up
the the second seed behind Murray State.
Eastern Kentucky has dropped a position each year since, earning the three seed
in 2017 and then the four seed this season.
Historically, each of the teams in the
semifinals has matched up evenly with
their opponent.

Murray State leads the all-time series
against Eastern 9-8-4 after beating the
Panthers 2-1 on Sept. 21.
Tennessee-Martin leads Eastern Kentucky 8-6-2 all-time. Eastern Kentucky
had won the previous three matchups before this season, when Tennessee-Martin
won 3-1 on Oct. 19.
But the past will not matter to any of
these programs once the matches kickoff
on Friday. Previous matchups and records
can be thrown out the window.
Adam Tumino can be reached at
581-2812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu.
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Bollant to get first look at team on Thursday
By JJ Bullock
Sports Editor | @DEN_Sports
Eastern’s women’s basketball head
coach, Matt Bollant, wants his team to
play at a faster pace this season than they
did last year. Bollant feels he has the personnel to do so and will get a look at his
new strategy in action Thursday in an
exhibition against Illinois-Wesleyan.
Last season the Panthers knew in
most games they played in, they were
not as talented as the other team on the
court and as a result of that would try
to slow the game down to limit possessions on the court. With the return of
point guard Grace Lennox from injury, the additions of players like Kira Arthofer, Damonique Miller and forwards
Grace McRae and Jennifer Nehls being in better shape, the Panthers now
feel they have the depth to run the floor
faster, something that will be on display
against Wesleyan.
“We’re hoping this year because we’re
more talented, because we’re more athletic that we’re going to be able to play
faster and pressure the ball, create some
turnovers and then be able to run,” Bollant said.
Arthofer, who was a state track champion in high school, and Miller, who
Bollant praises for her athleticsm, are
two of the new faces that will be key to
the uptick in pace this season. All of the
returners too, Bollant says, are in better
shape after a “really good offseason.”
Bollant is expecting progress from all
of his returning players this season, particularly sophomore Karle Pace, Taylor
Steele and Grace McRae, all of whom
started last season and will again start
Thursday against Wesleyan.
“Taylor, Karle and ‘G-Mac’ (McRae)
I think as sophomores are really going
to take a step,” Bollant said. “They had
good freshman years, and we really hope
they’re going to have great sophomore
years.”
The three sophomores will be joined
in the starting lineup by Nehls and Lennox. For Lennox, this will be her first
live game since December of last season.
The redshirt-senior is the facilitator of
the offense, and for most of her time at
Eastern has been the primary ball-handler and scorer, so seeing if she has any
rust (which knowing Lennox is doubtful) will be important on Thursday.
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Sophomore Karle Pace cuts past a Southern Illinois Edwardsville player in an Eastern win last season in Lantz Arena. The Panthers begin exhibition play
Thursday against Illinois-Wesleyan in Lantz Arena.

“(I’ll be looking for) the poise as a
point guard, lead us, get us in to stuff,”
Bollant said of Lennox. “She has done a
great job pressuring the ball, and we’re
certainly better defensively when she is
on the floor. But yeah, lead our team,
get us started in the right way, do the
right things as a point guard to help us
be great.”
The starters will begin the game on
the court but will not see their normal
season minutes on Thursday. Bollant is
going to use the exhibition to give playing time to other players on the roster
and try different rotations. Arthofer and
Miller will be the first two players off the

bench.
“We will rotate a little more than a
normal game, but at the same time we
only have a few days after that and we
have a game,” Bollant said. “We’re certainly getting ready to play in games,
but everyone will probably get a look tomorrow.”
In general, Bollant will be looking
for progress from his team that was just
3-26 a season ago. The return of Lennox and the additions of Arthofer and
Miller will help jumpstart that progress,
but first and foremost, these exhibition
games need to show Eastern taking a
step in the right direction.

“Just continue to take a step. Obviously, we have a lot of new kids and
(we’re) trying to see what they look like
when the lights are on,” Bollant said.
The Panthers will be playing both a
man and buzz-style defense against Wesleyan, as Bollant feels out which style his
team plays better in.
By no means are the Panthers expecting Weslyean to just roll-over on Thursday; that is one of the reasons the Panthers scheduled them.
Wesleyan has three seniors returning
for them, and last season the group won
24 games. Eastern knows from experience not to take exhibition games light-

ly, as last season the Panthers were down
at halftime to Rose-Hulman.
“(Wesleyan) is a good basketball
team,” Bollant said. “A couple of years
ago they played DePaul in an exhibition
game, and DePaul is a top-25 team, and
held their own with them there. So, we
expect them to come in and they’re very
confident, they’ve won a lot of games,
have three seniors that have won a lot of
games there.”
Eastern and Illinois-Wesleyan tip-off
at 6 p.m. Thursday in Lantz Arena.
JJ Bullock can be reached at 581-2812 or
jpbullock@eiu.edu.

Sosnowski embraces leading role for men’s soccer team
By Dillan Schorfheide
Assistant Sports Editor | @Eiu_journalist
Perhaps the biggest headline this season for the men’s soccer team is the Panthers’ ability to score.
In 19 matches last year, Eastern scored
only 10 goals, which was something that
left the team wanting more this year—
that is, more scoring.
“Last year we were very defensiveminded, this year we kind of are too, but
we’ve really progressed since last year, offensively,” Christian Sosnowski said.
Sosnowski may very well be the main
reason Eastern’s offense has seen the improvement in scoring that it has, as he
leads the team with three goals.
“We added some guys that have really
helped us to create pressure, that definitely is huge, and we’ve been taking more
shots and scoring more goals,” Sosnowski said.
Eastern eclipsed last season’s total in
three fewer matches, with goals from Kris
Luke and Alex Castaneda against Milwaukee and Fort Wayne, respectively, getting the Panthers over last year’s residual
hump.
Sosnowski has stepped into a leading
role for Eastern’s offense this year, and he
was pegged as a key player by head coach
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Christian Sosnowski settles the ball during Eastern’s 1-1 tie with Evansville
at Lakeside Field on Aug. 31. Sosnowski leads Eastern with three goals this
season.

Kiki Lara during the preseason.
“Last year I only scored one goal, and
I definitely knew I had to work on my
shooting and scoring, so this whole summer I just practiced my shooting and
scoring,” Sosnowski said.
Stepping into the leading role as a scorer was something Eastern needed this

year, especially since last year’s leading
scorer, Zach Medawattage, graduated.
And Sosnowski has been that leader
offensively.
All three of his goals have been clutch
goals or important goals in one facet or
another.
He scored in the very first match of the

season, a 2-0 win over Cincinnati on Aug.
27, in the 41st minute. While his goal
was the second one scored, it provided an
insurance policy for Eastern if needed.
His second goal of the season came
shortly after the Cincinnati shut out, in a
1-1 tie with Evansville on Aug. 31.
Sosnowski scored in the 43rd minute
on a free kick to break the 0-0 draw that
sat around the field until that point.
His goal was important in that match
because it assured Eastern at least had a
tie, which was the outcome when Evansville tied the match 31 minutes later.
But his most important goal came on
Oct. 6 in a home match against Western
Illinois.
With five minutes left in the second
overtime and a tie staring both teams in
the face, he got a deflection off a throw in
and hit the back of the net to give Eastern
its only conference win so far this season.
If Eastern had tied that match, it
would only have three conference points
and the possibility of still being eliminated from a postseason spot. But Eastern
has at least secured a fourth-place spot in
the postseason as of right now.
Sosnowski’s three goals are probably
the minimum for what he could have
achieved this season, but a recent groin
injury over the last month has kept him

from playing as much.
He sat out a couple games, and he had
to come off the bench later in matches after those first few games, which is what
he did before scoring his game-winner
against Western.
Sosnowski said he is not 100 percent
just yet, but his mind is always on scoring.
He knows that he needs to step up and
lead the team as a captain going forward.
To find success in the season’s closing,
he believes the team needs to do what it
did well at the beginning of the year.
“Our first game of the regular season
(against Cincinnati), we had a lot of good
chances and shots, and we just have to
keep creating,” he said.
Sosnowski has had a good supporting
cast for goal scoring this season, as eight
different Panthers have scored, including
Shady Omar and Luke, who have two
goals each.
Sosnowski and the Panthers will need
scoring to finish out its season.
Eastern closes out the regular season
against Omaha, who is second in the
Summit League, and if Eastern finishes
in fourth, it will face Denver in the first
round of the postseason tournament.
Dillan Schorfheide can be reached at
581-2812 or dtschorfheide@eiu.edu.

